WORLD DAY OF THE BOY CHILD 


16 May 

Institutions, organizations, and individuals throughout our global village will observe World Day 
Of The Boy Child on 16 May 2019 under the theme, “Protecting Our Boys ... Reclaiming Our 
Heritage”. Of the 7.6 billion souls with whom we share Planet Earth, 3,874,259,756 are males 
and 1,004,638,305 of these souls are under the age of 15. Boys are more than mere extensions of 
ourselves. These souls represent our heritage and serve as one of the links to the past and the 
present that intersects with the future of our families, our communities, and our world. Created 
under the International Men’s Day umbrella, World Day Of The Boy Child was inaugurated in 
2018. 


The 1,004,638,305 souls who are males under the age of 15 - boys - emerged from the 
womb with irrepressible enthusiasm, insatiable curiosity, a natural and spontaneous reaction to 
disappointment, rejection, failure, and spiritual, physical, psychological, and emotional pain, and 
a pristine view of the world. They are fragile and vulnerable. Somewhere along the journey from 
boyhood to manhood, boys are socialized not to express the natural and spontaneous reactions to 
spiritual, physical, emotional, and psychological pain, disappointment, and rejection. They are 
socialized to equate strength and masculinity with suppressing their natural and spontaneous 
reaction to pain, disappointment, and rejection; not asking for help; and shunning vulnerability. In 
actuality, vulnerability is about strength - it is about standing in front of another soul spiritually, 
psychologically, and emotionally naked. Many of these 1,004,638,305 souls are suicidal, slowly 
descending into the deep dark abyss of depression, and consumed by low self-esteem and repressed 
emotions. 


• According to the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development, an organization 
based in Paris, France which administers the triennial Programme for International Student 
Assessment (“PISA”) which examines the proficiency of 15 year olds — in over 90 nations — in 
reading, reading comprehension, science, mathematics, writing, and writing comprehension, boys 
throughout our global village are academically underperforming their female counterparts. The 
PISA scores for girls are much higher than those of boys in reading, reading comprehension, and 
writing comprehension. Boys find it difficult to navigate a literacy-based curriculum. Educators 
and school administrators equate boys’ difficulty or inability to read with their level of intelligence, 
label them as either “intellectually challenged” or “unteachable”, and arbitrarily ship them off to 
special education classes. The majority of these boys are brilliant. Rather than investigating why 
boys have difficulty developing reading and reading comprehension skills or making adjustments 
in the curriculum - adjustments which would include infusing the curriculum with reading material 
that interests boys and captivate their attention — boys are allowed to read several grades below 
their current grade level. Eventually, they lose interest in school and drop out. Unless an individual, 
organization, or institution intervenes, these souls will mature into uneducated, unemployable, and 
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